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Immigration: Tier 1 (Entrepreneur)

Introduction

The entrepreneur category is designed to attract outstanding innovators and
businessmen whose business proposals will result in economic benefit to the
UK. Individuals who have substantial funds to invest in the UK and who genuinely
wish to run a business may be granted entry clearance to enter the UK as an
entrepreneur. Such individuals must be engaged full time in the running of their
business but they cannot, however, engage in any other employment in the UK.
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The Rules
2

The requirements to be met by a person seeking leave to enter the UK to establish
him/herself in business are: H11E X AN 21 75 ¢ B i AF 2 06 4503 4L -

e that he has not less than £200,000 under his control and disposable in
the UK and which he will be investing in the business in the UK; and the
money is held in one or more regulated financial institutions;
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e that he has a good command of the English language (equivalent to a
score of 6.5 on the International English Language Testing System
(IELTS); and

HIEEAIE LIRS (S THEE 6.5 70

Fact Sheet of Tier 1 Entrepreneur (2)

Maxwell Alves Solicitors, 28 Gray’s Inn Road, London WC1X 8HR UK Advisory Panel The Law Society's Network
T: +44(0)20 7632 6950 F: +44(0)20 7632 6959 DX: 443 LONDON/CHANCERY LANE | i 1 AWV

E: london@maxwellalves.com  www.maxwellalves.com Al I o ok

Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority ® SRA No. 383557 Its principal is Dr Alan Ma

BUSINESS

Associated office: Sao Paulo, Hong Kong, Donggong, Shanghai, Beijing



¢ that until his business provides him with an income he will have sufficient
additional funds to maintain and accommodate himself and any
dependants without recourse to employment or to public funds.
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He will be expected to:
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e Dbe actively involved full-time in trading or providing services on his own
account or in partnership, or in the promotion and management of the
company as a director; and
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e to create at least 2 full-time jobs for resident workers that last for at least
12 months each;
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e Dbear his share of liabilities.
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Applicants may make their investment by:
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e a direct cash investment;
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e share capital; or

BB B

¢ a combination of the two, the proportion of which does not matter.
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The following, however, are not acceptable:
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e a director's loan, unless it is unsecured and in favour of third-party
creditors;
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e an investment from or through an off-shore company, even where the
investor is the sole beneficial owner of the off-shore company.
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Documentation
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The application must be supported by detailed evidence to establish both the viability
of the business and the ability and financial means of the applicant. The following
documents are an example of those likely to be required:
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e evidence of funds, e.g. bank statements; and
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e evidence of competence in the English language .
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Procedure

B

For individuals seeking entry in this capacity, an application should be made to their
nearest British overseas post.

Individuals in the UK in certain immigration categories can apply to change the basis
of their stay in the UK to Tier 1 Entrepreneur.

Successful applicants will be granted permission to enter and/or remain in the UK for
a period of 3 years. Before the expiry of this period, an applicant may apply for an
extension for a maximum period of a further 2 years, provided that he/she continues
to satisfy all the necessary requirements. After five years continuous stay in the UK
in this category, an applicant can apply for indefinite leave to remain and
subsequently settlement.
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For further information on how we can assist you, please contact us on
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+44 (0)20 7632 6950 or +44 (0)20 7269 6470

e-mail us at
london@maxwellalves.com or info@chinalawlondon.com.
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